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the Labors of the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery, the Relief of Free Negroes
Unlawfully Held in Bondage, and for Improving the Condition of the African Race When the war for
independence began, and while the Continental Congress was busy considering the rights of man, and was
formulating axiomatic statements about liberty and equality, ten thousand slaves were held by Pennsylvania
task-masters, and a half a million of our black brothers and sisters were bound to service in all of the American
colonies. Slavery existed at that time in every one of the original thirteen states, which a little later helped form
the more perfect union. It is true that many of the patriots of the colonial and the early constitutional period,
both in the North and in the South, regretted the presence of the peculiar institution, and hoped for its future
disappearance. Among this number were many slaveholders, such as Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry. As
an offset to this nominal anti-slavery sentiment, was a collection of vigorous and united men from what later
became the cotton states, who noisily and belligerently contended for the maintenance of the institution. They
secured the constitutional guarantees for slavery, and were the sires of the men who pressed the issue to the
final effort to overthrow the Union. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of
rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the...
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