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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from A Mediaeval Burglary For this purpose | must ask
you to carry your minds back to the Westminster of the early years of the fourteenth century. Westminster was
then what Kensington was in the eighteenth or early nineteenth century, a court suburb, aloof from the traffic
and business of the great city of London. Now the twin centres of Westminster were the king s palace and the
adjacent Benedictine Abbey. The rough plan, which | am permitted to print on the opposite page, will show the
close relation of the two great groups of buildings. It was much closer in many ways than the relations between
the Houses of Parliament, the modern representative of the old palace, and the present abbey buildings. If these
latter largely remain, despite many destructive alterations in details, in their ancient site, we must remember
that there was nothing like the broad modern road that separates the east end of the abbey from Westminster
Hall and the House of Lords. A wall enclosed the royal precincts, and went westwards to within a few feet of the
monks infirmary and the end of St. Margaret s Church. The still existing access to the abbey on the east side of
the south transept through the door by which you can still go into poet s corner, having the chapter house on
your left and Henry VIl s chapel on your right, was the portal by which immediate access to the palace could be
gained through a gate in this wall. The space between the abbey and the palace wall was occupied by the
churchyard of St. Margaret s. The parish church -...
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