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The Perseus Books Group. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, So Much to Do: A Full Life of Business,
Politics, and Confronting Fiscal Crises, Richard Ravitch, Every city and every state needs a Richard Ravitch. In
sixty years on the job, whether working in business or government, he was the man willing to tackle some of the
most complex challenges facing New York. Trained as a lawyer, he worked briefly for the House of
Representatives, then began his career in his family's construction business. He built high-profile projects like
the Whitney Museum and Citicorp Center but his primary energy was devoted to building over 40,000 units of
affordable housing including the first racially integrated apartment complex in Washington, D.C. He dealt with
architects, engineers, lawyers, bureaucrats, politicians, union leaders, construction workers, bankers, and
tenants--virtually all of the people who make cities and states work. It was no surprise that those endeavors
ultimately led to a life of public service. In 1975, Ravitch was asked by then New York Governor Hugh Carey to
arrange a rescue of the New York State Urban Development Corporation, a public entity that had issued bonds
to finance over 30,000 affordable housing units but was on the verge of bankruptcy. That same year, Ravitch
was at Carey's side when New York City's biggest banks said they would no longer underwrite its debt and he
became instrumental to averting the city's bankruptcy. Throughout his career, Ravitch divided his time
between public service and private enterprise. He was chairman of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority
from 1979 to 1983 and is generally credited with rebuilding the system. He turned around the Bowery Savings
Bank, chaired a commission that rewrote the Charter of the City of New York, served on two Presidential
Commissions, and became chief labor negotiator for Major...
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