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Turia & Verlag Kant Nov 2013, 2013. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 241x159x12 mm. Neuware - The
network approach to scientific investigation is spreading, and with it the demand for appropriate analytical
means. With one powerful instance of these means being computer-based modeling, the Viennese Network for
the Simulation of Complex Systems has dedicated a part of its activities to the topic of networks. This reader
comprises a selection of texts that have been put together to provide an accessible, though compact overview
on the scope that the network approach meanwhile developed. The network approach to scientific
investigation is spreading. The last two decades saw a dynamic diffusion of attention for network issues.
Disciplines like physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics, computer sciences, sociology, economics, even
geography, linguistics or historiography, left alone interdisciplinary endeavors like systems sciences or
complexity research, swiftly adopted the approach and adapted it to their demands. With it came the need to
reconsider fundamental assumptions of classical research. While analytics so far often focus on attempts to
isolate objects under laboratory conditions in order to observe them unperturbed by the particularities of daily
contexts, the network approach forces to respect interrelations. Networks make it difficult to regard objects on
their own. Whatever is conceived as a node in a network is conceived in relation to other nodes. There is no
single and thus relation-less node. Even if unconnected, a node has the relation of being unconnected to others.
A node is always in some sense to others in networks. Of course, this raises difficult questions - concerning
delimitations for instance. Where does one network begin and where does another one end Where does a chain
of causations begin and up to where last its effects What do the nodes of a network consist of And what its links
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