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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . they had been struck in bronze. He stared with steady eyes
that saw nothing, through the windows, at the opposite wall, and listened while Birotteau poured out a long
discourse. Evidently while he heard he deliberated; he was pondering the case with the inflexibility of a Minos
who crossed the Styx of commerce, when he leH the Quai des Morfondus for his little third-floor dwelling. Well,
uncle, asked Birotteau at last, expecting some answer to a final entreaty to sell rentes worth six thousand francs
a year. Well, my poor nephew, I cannot do it. Things have gone too far. We, the Ragons and I, shall both lose
fiHy thousand francs. It was by my advice that the good folk sold their shares in the Wortschiu Mines. I feel
myself bound, if they lose the money, not to replace their capital, but to give them a helping hand, and to help
my niece and Cesarine. You might perhaps all of you want bread, and you must come to me 39 Bread, uncle?
Well, yes, bread. Just look the facts in the face: you will not pull through! Out of five thousand six hundred
francs a year, I will set aside four thousand to divide between you and the Ragons. When your disaster comes, I
know Constance, she will slave and deny herself everything-and so will you, Cesar! There is hope yet, uncle. I do
not see it as you do. I will prove...
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