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contract awarded by competitive bidding, unless the State transportation department demonstrates, to the
satisfaction of the Secretary, that some other method is more cost effective or that an emergency exists.
Contracts for the construction of each project shall be awarded only on the basis of the lowest responsive bid
submitted by a bidder meeting established criteria of responsibility. Each contract for program management,
construction management, feasibility studies, preliminary engineering, design, engineering, surveying,
mapping, or architectural related services shall be awarded in the same manner as a contract for architectural
and engineering services is negotiated under chapter 11 of title 40 or equivalent State qualifications-based
requirements. Suitably equipped and organized 23 U. S. C. 302 ( a ) Any State desiring to avail itself of the
provisions of title 23 U. S. C. transportation department shall have a State transportation department which
shall have adequate powers, and be suitably equipped and organized to discharge to the satisfaction of the
Secretary the duties required by this title. In meeting...
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