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0.lin.Excerpt: . . . because in his words and attitude he stood alone. He had no following among priests or
prophets to back him. With one consent they affirmed that he was wrong and that a lie was on his lips when he
predicted desolation if present practices were continued. It is a great hour in any mans life when he is obliged to
stand up alone and state his case or defend his cause. What an hour that was in Pauls history when before the
Roman officials no man stood with him, but, dependent as he was on sympathy and fellowship, 94 he stood
alone! It is when a man is absolutely left alone, in danger or disgrace, that the deepest test of his character is
reached. That is the reason why the night-time, which seems to say to us You are alone with God, has its
impressiveness, and why the death hour has a similar impressiveness. Jeremiah felt his loneliness. There was
nothing of the stoic in him. He could not school himself to be brazen-hearted. He was so human, so like the
great majority of people, that every now and then some cry of weariness would escape his lips. Woe is me, my
mother, that thou hast borne me, a man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth. | have neither
lent on usury, nor men have lent me on usury; yet every one of them doth curse me. Sometimes his outbursts of
mental agony make us feel that the man has almost lost his bravery. Cursed be the day wherein | was born!
Wherefore came | forth out of the womb to see labor and sorrow, that my days...
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