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Kuykendall, in this excellent article, makes several new contributions to the early history of the Yosemite Valley.
He has unearthed a number of official reports and other contemporary documents bearing on the subject
which have never before been used by writers. One of the documents is the first letter ever written in the
Yosemite. This and another, from both of which extensive quotations are made in this article, constitute Capt.
Bowling s report of the second expedition of 1851. By the use of this new material Mr. Kuykendall has been able
definitely to determine for the first time the exact date of the discovery of the Yosemite, and to fix the
chronology of the several military expeditions that were made into this region in 1851 and 1852. (Herbert E.
Bolton, professor of American History and curator of the Bancroft Library, University of California.) The
beginnings of human life in the Yosemite Valley are shrouded in impenetrable mystery. As we seek to trace back
the history of the people who were occupying the region when white men first entered its fastnesses we come
almost immediately into the realm of myth and legend, from which it is impossible to extract any element of
attested fact. But from the Indian legends, filtered through the imagination of the white folk, we can draw out a
fairly consistent story, which, in the absence of authentic history, may serve as an introduction. From time
immemorial there had dwelt in the fair valley of Ahwahnee the powerful tribe of the Ahwahneechees. To this
place they believed the Great Spirit had led them from their...
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