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illustrated. 1855. Excerpt: . .. appointed time, as some families are very strict on this point, and will not allow the
meals to be kept waiting for anyone who is not present; but if any one is absent or engaged on particular
business, a sufficiency of food is then cut off and put aside, so that it may be had in comfort on his return. In
well-regulated families, the servants-hall or kitchen-table, when the servants are all present, is distinguished by
its decorum, good order, and even good manners, which the upper servants learn from the family and impart
to those assembled at meal times. Loose or profane discourse and vulgar habits should be at all times checked
by the head servants and avoided by the more humble. In no place does the follies, vices, or virtues of the upper
classes operate with more effect than in that of the servants-hall, where they are fully brought into play by the
desire of the servants to imitate what they see in those above them. At the commencement of a meal the Divine
blessing should be reverently asked by the oldest or principal servant at table, and thanks be returned at the
close. TABLE OF PRECEDENCE Among Gentlemen, who ought to be served according to their respective ranks.
(The footman should study the following tables of priority of rank among persons of distinction, a knowledge of
which will enable him to evince peculiar tact in his situation, and save his master or...
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