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By David McKie

Cornerstone. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW,
What's in a Surname?: A Journey from Abercrombie to
Zwicker, David McKie, This is the Sunday Times bestseller.
Surnames are much more than convenient identity tags; they
are windows into our families' pasts. Some suggest ancestral
trades (Butcher, Smith, Roper) or physical appearance (Long,
Brown, Thynne). Some provide clues to where we come from
(McDonald, Evans, Patel). And some - Rymer, Brocklebank,
Stolbof - offer a hint of something just a little more exotic or
esoteric. All are grist to the mill for David McKie who, in What's
in a Surname?, sets off on a journey around Britain to find out
how such appellations have evolved and what they tell us
about ourselves. En route he looks at the surname's tentative
beginnings in medieval times, and the myriad routes by which
particular names became established. He considers some
curious byways: the rise and fall of the multi-barrel surname
and the Victorian reinvention of 'embarrassing' surnames
among them. He considers whether fortune favours those
whose surnames come at the beginning of the alphabet. And
he celebrates the remarkable and the quirky, from the
fearsome Ridley (the cry of which once struck terror in the...

R EAD O NLINE  
[ 1.2 MB  ]    

R eviews

Complete information for publication fanatics. It is actually rally intriguing throgh reading period of time. I am happy
to explain how this is actually the greatest publication i actually have read inside my own daily life and may be he
finest ebook for possibly.
-- Ms. Heidi R a th    

The book is straightforward in go through easier to recognize. it was actually writtern extremely perfectly and useful. I
am very happy to explain how this is actually the greatest publication i have read through within my individual life and
might be he finest ebook for actually.
-- Gla dys Conr oy   
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